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‘Tam J ubbulpore Samdchdr com plaigs & the badness of the 
toad between Hoshungabad and Atarsée, and of the mail 
cart which runs on the road. Both cart and toad are old 
and out of rep air, arid the result 1 is mitich discomfort arid some 
risk: to travellers. ‘ His D9 


‘The attentiot of the puthritin at Hoshongtad is invited 
to this. - ‘= 


‘The Eavi Vachen Sudhes ‘ictaina the dearness of grain 
‘everywhere in India, and wants: Government to devise a 
remedy. Imperial, municipal, and charitable’ funds are laid 
out on education, road-making, and other objects ; but 
nothing is given to the poor, many of whom have now to go 
fasting for days together. Great credit is duo to the Lieute- 
hant-Governor of Bengal, who is trying by all means in his 
power to save his*people from famine; but it is sad to say 
that in the N orth-Wéstern ‘Provinces little or nothing in this 
way has been done... At the least, the octroi ‘duty: on grain 
_ should be relinquished “for the present by all municipalities, 


The editor hopes the Lieuten ant+Gov¥eriior of tite x or the 
Western Provinces will see to this, = 


( 1 


The Benares Akhbdr wonders why Bengal should be the 
subject of so much compassion. Prices there are no higher 
now than they have been m many districts of the North- 
West for several years past, and the assesemrent of the land is 


far lighter im Bengal than in these provinces. But such is 


the caprice of public sympathy. 

The Kavi Vachun Sudha says the Municipality of Benares 
should build more. latrines in. the city. The present latrines 
are too few and too distant ; there shouid be one for every: 
two mohullas for the convenience of the poorer classes. And 
latrines are wanted also for the Normal School and _— 
House. 


The Benares Akhbér calls upon the Magistrate of Benares 
to forbid the slaughter ef cows within municipal limits, and 
to remove the slaughter-houses and butchers’ shops to @ 
distance from the city. If the Magistrate would some day 


visit the present slanghter-houses without warning, he would — 
find how they stink. © 


The Allygurh I nstitute ‘Gazette complains of the cilities 
of the police at Delhi. Scarcely a week passes without severab 
thefts, and neither thieves nor stolen goods are ever heard of 
more. All the newspapers of the city are full of complaints. 


_ & eorrespondent of the Punjdbs ‘Akhbér says. that the 
temple of the Hindu goddess at Bindhyachul is profaned. by 


Mussalman constables of the ape _— who intrude 
while worship is going on. . 


The writer invites the attention of Goverament to this, 
and woul! have: only Hindu constables posted at the temple, 
unless Government thinks St to define the duties, of the 
Mussalman. constables: by: striet rales. 


names of’ all new prostitutes were: ‘ialmleel by law, a 5 Shsck: 
would be given. to the present practice of buying. young girls 


7. 
to be brought up to the trade. The Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal has already done something in this behalf, and the 


editor hopes the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West will 
not be behindhand in the matter. ) 


The Roznémcha notices the ‘ibvabinis of thefts and high- 
way robberies in Lucknow, and mentions the following cases, 
said to have lately happened, in proof :— 


- (a) An-important theft was committed in the house of 
Darogha ’Ashiq Ali, situated in Kutra Aboo' Toorab Khan. 
The: amount of loss may be estimated from the fact that 
property worth Rs. 16,000 was found iying in the drain | 
throu ~—: which - ore epiored - Leen 


which ornaments valued ae Rs. 1 500° were stoleri from the 


house of a Cashmeéeree man, called N ubbee, who meant them 
for the dowry of his three daughters. 


(co) A kuhar and a hoorenes, residents of Lodhesa, Thannah 
Mahmoodabad, in the Seetapore District, while returning , 
homewards from the Ganges were attacked near Adil N uggur 
by two budmashes, who belaboured. them with lathies and. 
robbed them of property worth Rs. 7 -5- 6. : 


(d) A similar case occurred near Bhahpore in the Leek 
mow District. One Moonna, i in the employ of Luchhmun Das 
Mahajun, who was going from Mahmoodabad to Lucknow 
with’ Rs. 805 in cash, was attacked by night near Shahpore, 


and forcibly robbed of the money by two peteons of bad live- 
Tihood. 3 | 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 5th January, calls upon 
the Municipal Committee of Benares to level the road from 
Ussee to Rajghat. In its present state the road is very 
uneven to the great inconvenience of the public, as it.is the 
shortest road te the railway station, _ Besides this, the road- 
way is in some parts narrowed by shops which have. been 
opened by. ferry, contractors. 


3 


a4 


Attention is also invited to the extortion said to be prac- 
tised by the collectors of octroi at Benares, who often exact 
payment of the tax for duty-free goods. The writer mentions 
an instance in which 2 washerman, who was carrying chintz 
which a cotton-printer had given him to wash, was seized by 
the choongee men, notwithstanding the presence of the owner 
of the cloth. 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 8th January, has an article on 
the opium factory at Ghazeepore. The drift of the article - 
is that during the past few years the income from opium has 
- been steadily falling off. This, in the editor’s opinion, is due 
to the reduction of the controlling and supervising establish- 
ment, and the appointment of ignorant and inexperienced 
European assistants in place of Natives. The plan of shifting 
the Gomasthas every year is not good; changes should be 


made only once in five years, — 

The Agra Akhbdr, of the 10th January, ina communicated 
article, calls upon Government to undertake the supervision 
of all maafee and other religious and charitable endowments. 
At present these trusts are much abused by the trustees, 
who devote to their own uses the money which should be 


applied to the support of the poor. Government should appoint 
a committee of supervision in each district, 


The same paper states, on the authority of a correspondent 
at Muttra, that a daring robbery recently took place at a short 


distance from that city. The particulars were the follow- 
ing :— 


Bunsee Dhur, Mohurrir, and Moeen-ood-deen, pleader 
(of Muttra), with other friends, were driving home from’ the 
temple of Buldeo, and had come within a coss of the city, 
when they were set upon by some twenty ruffians, who ‘beat _ 
them and robbed them of their goods, among which were 
_ ornaments worth Rs. 400, the property of Bunseée Dhur. 
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_.A corréspondent of the Saiyid-ul-Akhbér, of the samé date, 
writing from Ghazeepore, states that a daring dacoity took 
place in Sunkree, a villagein Bullia, Ghazeepore. The dacoits, 
who numbered 1,000 men, completely ransacked the — 
Not one of the offenders was arrested, - ae 


- The Kavi Vachan Sudhé, of the 12th January, regrets to 
see so much mismanagement under British rule. As an 
instance of this, the editor alleges the following case. One. 
-Madhovan Das (of Benares) having on 13th January, 1873, 

lost two currency notes—one of Rs. 190, and the other of 
Rs. 20,—gave notice of the theft to the Deputy Commissioner 
of Paper Currency, with ‘the numbers of thé notes, as usual, 
and was informed in reply that whenever notes bearing 
these numbers should be tendered for payment, notice of the 
same would be given both to the owner and the Magistrate. 
On the’ 2nd December last Madhovan Dass received a letter 
saying that his currency note of Rs. 20 had been found, and 
that payment on it had been made to the Bank of Bengal. 

‘On this the poor man wrote several letters to different officers 
of Government, but to no purpose. He is now in a great 
puzzle, and knows. not what to do. A fine example, indeed, 
of the good management of Government. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 13th January, in its correspond- 
ence columns, mentions the prevalence of wolves in Lukheem- 
pore (Oudh). They are said to infest the town by night, and 
they killed a woman a few days ago. 


_ Under the heading “Ajmere”’ the same paper states that, 
_ though the. city: has a Municipal Committee, no attention is 
paid to cleanliness. Privies are built in the lanes, and fill 
every house with bad smells. The streets of the city are never 
watered, though the water of the Ana iii can be had in 
every street and lane, 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 15th Ji anuary, in an ‘article 
‘communicated by ® correspondent, invites the attention of the 
‘ ‘Government and the Judges of the High Court, North-West- 
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ern Provinces, to the case of the infant heir of the late Moon- 
shee Munnee Lal, Serishtedar (Benares). On the Moonshee’s 
death, a petition was presented to the Judge of Benares, 
praying for protection of the estate of the deceased against his 
nephews. On this the Judge issued: orders for an enquiry. 
But the nephews took opportunity i in the meantime to send 
their servants to the villages of the deceased to seize all the 
money and other property, and sent all that ‘they could lay 
hands on to their friends, on the pretext that it was to 
be deposited in the Judge’s Court ; while their mother obsti- 
nately . refused to allow. the Nazir who was deputed to con- 
duct the inquiry to enter her house. .The consequence was 
that all the money and goods were concealed, or given to ser- 
vants of the deceased’s nephews under the name of wages—a 
fact which is well known to many persons... Besides this, the 
nephews fraudulently retained a currency. Note of Rs. 1,000, 
the property of the deceased, which they had promised before 
the Judge to restore to the rightful owners. They also joined 
with the wife of Goor Buksh Singh in procuring for her a 


currency Note and some property, which she had transferred 
to Munnee Lall before his death. = . 


The writer regrets that the estate of a Govern ment servant 
like Munnee Lall, who rendered meritorious services to it 
during the mutiny of 1857, and was well known and respected 
by European Officers, should be thus embezzled, and that the 
interests of his infant son and family should bé thus mages 
and he calls upon Government to see to this. 


In its column of local news , the same paper’ notices the 
extortions said to be practised by the chuprassies of the Collec: . 
tor of Benares on the inhabitants of villages during that offi-. 
cer’s tour through the district. The chuprassies g give only half- 
price and sometimes no price at all for what they buy; and 
it has come to the writer’s knowledge that a chuprassie of the 
tuhseeldar even went so far:as to cut down and carry home a 


green tree belonging to a zemindar in Mouzah Phoolpore, on 
the pretence that the wood was wanted for the Collector’s use. 


( 19 ) 
The attention of Government J is invited to this:._ 


A Punjab correspondent of the ‘Lawrence Gazette, of the 
16th January, complains of the filthy ‘state of the serais or 
halting-places { from Peshawur to Lahore. These places are 
wholly i in the hands of contr actors, who suffer. all kinds of 
nuisances to be committed i in them, and never give a thought 
to the cleanliness of the serais or the comfort of travellers ; 5 
and the police are quite careless | in ‘the matter. 


5 ©. 


The attention of the’ Panjab ieeeiib:| is invited to 
this, and it is asked to make it a condition of the lease of the 
inns to contractors that the lessees shall be held responsible 
for keeping them \clean; and also to issue an order to the 
police requiring them to inspeet the serais from time to time ; 
or, if this be not done, to give the serais to bhutyaras, as is the 
ease in the. North-Western Provinces. 


Attention is also invited to the great cruelty of drivers of 
ikkas towards their horses. A single horse is made to travel 
as much as 56 miles in aday. For instanee, the j journey from 
Attock te Rawulpindee (a distance of 58 miles), or from 


Wuzeerabad to Lahore i is made by an tkka with a age horse 
in a day. 


The Koh-i-Niér, of nee 17th January, nie that the 
_ best: plan for civilizing the savage tribes living on the Punjab 
frontier is to spread education ‘among them as mmch as possi- 
ble. Unfortunately, the policy of Government has hitherte - 
been quite the reverse. Even the single Government zillah 
school which existed in Peshawur has been elosed, in order to 
extend the prospect of the Mission School. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 19th January, in its colurms 
of local news, repeats complaints of the extortions practised 
on the people by. the ferry contractors at Benares. As a new. 
feature of their oppression, it is mentioned .that they ‘permit 


persons to open shops by the road side, and yet suifer them ¢ to 
be arrested by the police for hoy. 80. 
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Complaints of the mismanagement of the Municipal Com- 
mittee of the city are also repeated. The lanes are still 
extremely dirty, the ghauts are ruinous, or covered with all 
kinds of filth, or open to the discharge of the city sewers ; the 
drains at the sides of the new road are full of dirt which is - 
thrown there by the sweepers, and is suffered to lie for several 


days before it is removed by the conservancy carts ;and in one — 
part of the road a filthy drain runs alongside. 


The editor wonders that neither the Municipal Committee 
nor the Magistrate of the city should pay any attention to 
such abuses, which have so often onan brought to their notice 
in the local newspapers. 


POLITICAL (FORELGR). 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 8th January complains that 
in Kishengurh in the Barah State, where the Maharajah has 
recently founded a settlement, much oppression is practised 
by the chuprassies of the Government, who take provisions. 
from the bunneahs and refuse to pay for them. This is said 
to be owing to the chuprassies being very irregularly paid by © 
the State. The attention of Government is invited to this. 

The Kdrndmakh, of the 12th January, draws attention to the 
extortions of the collectors of the octroi-tax at Hyderabad 
(Nepaul). As soon as a traveller alights at the Goolburga 
Railway Station on his way to Hyderabad, the peons of the 
octroi office take him to the tuhseel or toll-house, where he is 
detained like a criminal for several hours, and, if he reaches at 
the station in the evening until the next mornin g, after which 
his luggage is examined by the mohurrir or the jemadar, and 
a duty at the rate of 5 per cent. is levied on all but the most 
common things. To all this the poor man submits with 
patience, but his troubles do not end here. No receipt is 
given him, and he has to pay over again at the next choongee 
station. The case of women travellers i is evidently worse. 


The writer regrets that the attention of Sir.Salar J ne 


should not have been directed to these grievances, and he cally — 
upon him to adopt the necessary measures for removing them, 


( 2 ) 

A correspondent of the Khair Khwdh-i- Alam of the 15th 
January notices the prevalence of docoities in Seepree (Gwa- | 
lior), said to be owing to several bands of marauders from 
Dholepore having taken up their abode in that quarter. A 
serious attempt at dacoity was made on the night of the 17th 
- December ; but, fortunately, through the energy and tact of 
the Naib Soobah of Police, the dacoits, numbering 30 men, — 
were dispersed, and two of them, with some of the plundered 
property, were arrested nextmorning. Another case occurred — 
on the Agra and Bombay Road on the evening of the 30th 
December, in which six sowars forcibly took away passengers’ 
goods from Government as well as private bullock-train carts. 
_ This was near Mouzah Mahona, between two police-statiens 


on the road; and yet the constables in neither station offered. 
to interfere. 


Ina third case, which took ‘sui on the ond J anuary, a 
gang of marauders besieged Mouzah Baroda, and a continuous 


fire was kept up all night long ; but the robbers were ‘Damied 
by the approach of morning. 


Besides these, two or three dacoities have recently been 
committed in Pooree, Shahabad, but no steps have been taken 
- for checkingthem. The whole of the jungle from the Chumbul 
to Seepree, which extends over a distance of about 100 kus, 
is the lurking place of robbers ; but yet the authorities do not 


think ‘of peopling it, although — many tracts of the we Tonge are 
fertile and fit for cultivation. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 19th January, regiets to 
state that the prohibition against the sounding of the sunkh 
(the conch blown by the Hindoos ‘when they worship their 
deities), complaints of which have repeatedly been noticed in 
the Selections, continues to be a crying grievance in the State 
of Rampore (Rohilkhund) , and a prolific’ source of disaffec- 
tion and discontent among the Hindoos. The grievance is 
Specially felt by the people of the villages which have been 
ceded to the Nawab as a reward for the loyalty . displayed by 
him towards Government during the mutiny of 1857. 
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. The writer hopes the sttention of Sir William Muir: wifl 
be directed. to this, and that effective measures — 34 taken. 
by him for. csmacins. i the pare. z eee : 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd -thinks it strange that, while a 
separate department for teaching Arabic and Persian is ‘to be 
added to the Governnient’ Schools in some of the districts 
in the North-Western Provinces for the special benefit -of 
Mahomedans, no: attention should be paid by Government to’ 
the more general teaching of Sanskrit-arid Hindee, and that 
the claims of Hindoos to a privilege which has been ert 
to their fellow-subjects should be overlooked. ' | 


The Tahzib-ul-Akhlag seslillaloen ‘the ‘oii: of, the 
meetings recently held at Mirzapore and Allygurh under the 
auspices of Syad Ahmed Khan, -C.8.I.,. for. the raising of 
subscriptions in aid of the Mahomedan. Anglo-Oriental Uni- 
versity. Lengthy speeches were read on both occasions. by 
the different members, and subscriptions, amounting respec- 


tively to Rs. 2,670 and Rs. 14,540, were collected at the two - 
places. 


‘A correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 
16th January, criticizes the opinions of Moonshee Mooshtaq 
Hossein, member of the Allygurh Scheot Committee, on the 
subject of the School Committees of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, The Moonshee’s views were published in a late issue 
of the Allygurh Institute Gazette, and were noticed at some — 
length i in these Selections. The drift of the Moonshee’s rea- 
soning was that, full interference should be allowed to the 
Committees in matters connected with the Educational Depart- 


ment, and that their powers. should be equal to those which are 
vested in the Inspectors. or the Director. 


The critic begins by saying that the toe Edubstional 
Committees are a new Indian invention in matters education al, 
the fruit of the exceeding zeal of Syud Ahmed =a; C.8.1., 
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at-whose earnest. prayer they were established by the Hon'ble 
C. Drummond, late Lieutenant-Governor of the. North-West. 
ern Provinces. In England, if there are such bodies, they. are 
composed only of these who are themselves, by occupation or 
otherwise, devoted to education, or are principal contributors 
to the support of the schools: under their management, The 
existence of a single body like the. school committee. of the. 
North-Western Provinces, that:aspires to sit in judgment over | 
the State Department of Schools, isthere unknown. Our Gom- 
mittees are composed of Natives, mostly GovernmentServants, 
and the District Civil Officers. The former as a.matter of fact 
de not, cannot, and will not, take any interest in the. monthly 
discussions for half an hour.of a single day ;. while.the datter 
have no time to spare from the proper duties of their office to 
attend to other:matters. Government, in its review of the report 
on the Local Educational Committees for the last year, has 
directed the permanent appointment of an Executive Officer, 
Assistant or Joint Collector of the -district, to the office of 
Secretary, and with it has invested him with certain powers, 
which were before the sole privilege of the Departmental 
Heads. Any person of common sense can see that the Col- 
lectors and their Assistants have already too much to do with 
their own work ; and it is, therefore, least of all to be expected 
that they will willingl y perform the additional and onerous 
duty. which the Government would. thus thrust ypon them. 
The question therefore naturally arises, whether it will be in 
any way advantageous to the cause of education if the man- 
-agament.of the department. be intrusted to.such district officers, 
and to.a few Natives whose participation in the committees is 
only nominal ; when there already exists a distinct department - 
with a full staff of officers for the purpose. 


_. After ‘these | preliminary remarks the writer goes on to 
explain .at length the evil of allewing full interference to. 
the committees in matters oaunected with the Department. 
Much latitude is plready allowed to the committees for the . 
exercise. of their powers, but the ambitious members of the 


* 
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_ Allygurh Committee will not be satisfied with that. . The 
natural result of this short-sighted policy is that in any case 
of zealous interference three different authorities (the Col- 
lector, the Committee, and the Inspector) are placed in con- 
stant opposition, and are always wrangling and contend- 
ing with one another. And this is quite unavoidable as long 
as there are three masters over one servant. The poor 
Deputy Inspector has been placed in a dilemma; very often 
the Collector orders him to do one thing, the Secretary of 
the Committee another, and his departmental superior a third. 
He must sabmit one statement to the Collector, another to 
the Committee, and a third to the Inspector for sanction. 
It often happens that the committee dislike what the Inspector 
has ordered, and try to set it aside. What good result can 
possibly come out from this state of things? Will not this con- 
stant clashing between the Inspector and the Committee, or 
‘between the Inspector and the Collector, be injurious to the 
cause of education? Consult Native gentlemen and District 
Officers by all means in matters connected with popular edu- 
cation, and the departmental officers will be in duty bound to — 
respect their opinions; but let the managing power be left 
with one head only, if you want the work efficiently done, 
Government cannot make a greater mistake than to place 
three officers of quite different opinions and callings, with full 
powers of doing good or evil, over the destiny of so many 
thousand servants of the state. Poor teachers have already 
been placed by this policy at the mercy of the winds ; any 
one may come by surprise and in a m 


oment deal them a fatal 
blow. ne : 


(MISCELLANEQUS). | ) 

_ The Hindi Prakash, of the 16th January, praises Miyan— 
Mahomed Jan, a gentleman and Honorary Magistrate of Um- 
ritsur, for his liberality and hospitality. He has built a hand-- 
some mosque at the enormous cost of Rs. 40,000 within the 
city, opposite the Kothwalee, which is unsurpassed by any 
_ @tifice of its kind in the city, and has erected a few pucka shops 
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near the mosque, which have been dedicated to its support. 
A school has also been provided i in connection with the buil- 
ding for the instruction of Mahomedan students, who are 
supplied with food twice a day from the Miyan’s kitchen. 
‘Besides these, a splendid mansion, well decorated and provided 
with all luxuries, has been set apart for receiving guests, who 
are supplied with food and drink at Mahomed Jan’s expense 
so long as they stay there. Moreover, a pucka well has been 


built by him near the Railway Station, which is a source of 
great convenience to passengers. 


The Rajah of Gurhwal,. onthe occasion: of his recent visit 
to Umritsur, put up at the Honorary Magistrate’s house, and 
was sumptuously entertained.’ His Highness offered money 
and valuables amountin g to Rs. 1. 691 at the shrine of Durbar | 
Bahib. 
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